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Welcome to EarBase

EarBase is a data repository established by NIDCD to facilitate temporal 
bone research by providing a unified platform for data archival, sharing 
and analysis. 

The initial release on June 1, 2026 included demographic and clinical data 
from ~8,000 human tissue donors. So far, about 1,400 cases have been 
integrated with ~100,000 images of H&E-stained temporal bone sections. 
Slide scanning and uploads for about 4,300 cases are ongoing toward a 
baseline total of ~500,000 images. About 2,500 of the cases listed on 
EarBase are currently held outside of the Network – those image sets will 
be added when available.

This User Guide was established to introduce new users to the platform, 
with tips for navigation and search. 

Questions? Need help? Contact troy.hackett@nih.gov
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EarBase: System requirements

EarBase is accessible using most browsers, but Google Chrome or Firefox are recommended.

Viewing and interacting with EarBase is optimal on larger screens. While content can be explored on 
laptops and mobile devices, navigation of some features will require additional scrolling.

High-resolution images are converted on-the-fly from an original source file for display with the Image 
Viewer. Full-resolution images can be downloaded with appropriate access credentials.

Since image file sizes are between 1 and 40 GB, viewing and/or downloading may be very slow on some 
systems (memory, network speed, etc.).
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EarBase : Platform and access

EarBase is built on the FaceBase platform, which hosts numerous 
craniofacial and dental datasets.

EarBase can be reached through the FaceBase homepage or by direct link 
to the EarBase landing page.

https://www.facebase.org

https://www.facebase.org

FaceBase homepage
Click on EarBase under 
“Our Partner Consortia”
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https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/

EarBase landing page
Recommended for 

simplicity

https://dev.facebase.org/chaise/record/#3/isa:dataset/RID=8V-SEQC
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/


EarBase : Open and Controlled Access

EarBase — User Guide  Data Access | FaceBase

EarBase content has two modes: Open and Controlled. Open Access permits browsing of selected content. 
Controlled Access permits viewing and downloading of detailed content by approved users.

Unregistered Open Access: Default public mode. No login required. Access to EarBase Landing Page.

Registered Open Access: Register to obtain a Log-In (rapid approval). Access to limited EarBase content.

Controlled (Full) Access: NIH-required approval process to access controlled human data. Learn more here:

EarBase — User Guide & Data Access | FaceBase

Sign Up for a free Registered Open Access Log-in from the FaceBase homepage (facebase.org) 

https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/userguide/


Section 1: Key features and organizational overview
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EarBase Landing Page: General information about NIDCD temporal bone resources and links to the data pages.
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Landing page link: Welcome to EarBase | FaceBase

https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/


EarBase Landing Page: Direct links to data pages (Projects, Datasets, Cases)

Explore Projects: access/edit Project information

Explore Datasets: access/edit Datasets for all or selected Projects 

Explore Cases: access/edit Cases. Recommended entry for searching 
Cases by Project, Dataset, demographics, diagnoses, and specimen details.
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The FaceBase platform is 
organized around Projects and 
their Datasets.

EarBase adds a 3rd level (Cases) 
to facilitate search and data 
selection. Explore Cases is the 
best place to search all Datasets 
for donors or specimens by their 
attributes.

Platform organization is reviewed 
in the next few pages of this guide.



CONSORTIA
FaceBase, EnamelBase, MusMorph, EarBase

PROJECTS
CRANIOFACIAL, DENTAL, TEMPORAL BONE

DATASETS
HUMAN, ANIMAL
OMICS, IMAGING 
DEVELOPMENT, 

HISTOLOGY

FILES

FaceBase

Platform Organization: FaceBase

FaceBase is organized around 
Datasets, generated by 
Projects within a Consortium. 

The Datasets of all Projects and 
Consortia are searchable and 
have integrated elements.

EarBase is listed as a 
Consortium, containing Projects 
and Datasets.

New Projects and Datasets are 
added over time, and all are 
regularly updated to incorporate 
new content.
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Platform Organization: EarBase

PROJECT
JHU, MEE, UCLA, UMN, SU

DATASET
HUMAN TB, ANIMAL TB, BRAIN, OTHER

CASE
DONOR

SPECIMEN
TB, BRAIN, DNA

FILES

EarBase
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EarBase has 4 levels:
• Project
• Dataset
• Case
• Specimen

Each level houses different data types.
• Projects are the root entity of 

laboratories that manage a temporal 
bone or related research program.

• Datasets are a collection of related 
data types (e.g., human temporal 
bone). A Project may have multiple 
Datasets.

• Each Dataset contains multiple Cases 
(donors, patients, subjects) and their 
data.

• A single Case may be accompanied by 
one or more tissue Specimens.

• Cases and Specimens often contain 
Files (images, diagnostics, analyses, 
etc.).



Platform Organization: EarBase

TISSUE
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&
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STORAGE

&

SHARING

ASSAYS
IMAGING
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DEMOGRAPHIC

OTOLOGY
DIAGNOSTICS

HISTOPATHTREATMENTS
HISTORY

PROJECT
JHU, MEE, UCLA, UMN, SU

DATASET
HUMAN TB, ANIMAL TB, BRAIN, OTHER

CASE
DONOR

SPECIMEN
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EarBase

AUDIOGRAMS
CLINICAL IMAGING

OTHER TESTS

IMAGES
CYTOCOCHLEOGRAMS

OTHER DATA
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Data Categories
Several data types 
are contained within 
the Case and 
Specimen levels 
(see green bubbles).



Section 2: Getting around in EarBase
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It is typical of databases with high levels of functionality and interleaved content to be powerful, but 
tricky to navigate until one masters the basics.

Keep these hierarchical levels in mind when moving around the platform:

Navigation: Getting around in EarBase



Section 2.1: The Project Level
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Section 2.1: The Project Level
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Explore Projects: Information about the 
Projects that contribute data to EarBase. 
• Project abstract
• PI(s) & key personnel
• Funding
• Links to Datasets

Welcome to EarBase | FaceBase
• Navigate to the Landing Page:

• Click Explore Projects 

The Project summary page looks like this:

Filters Summary

https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/


Section 2.1: The Project Level
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Filter selections (left) determine the content displayed in the Summary (right) 



Section 2.1: The Project Level
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Project listing and summaries
• In this example, basic information for the first 2 Projects is enlarged.
• In the Actions column, clicking on the ”lookup icon”        opens that Project (next page).



Section 2.1: The Project Level
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Details for the selected Project:
• Title, abstract, funding, people, publications.
• Bottom, links to Datasets supported by that Project (see next page and Section 2.2: The Dataset Level).



Section 2.1: The Project Level
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Dataset selection
• Selection from within the Project page is one of two ways to access Datasets associated with a Project.
• In this example, 4 Datasets are listed under the MEE Project.

Use the lookup icon to select
a single Dataset.

Use the Explore icon to select
all Datasets in the Project.

EarBase User Tip
Select a single Dataset to view, search and edit Cases & 
Specimens for that Dataset only.

Select Explore to access the Cases and Specimens 
contained in all of the Datasets managed by the Project. 
Datasets associated with other Projects are not indexed.



Section 2.2: The Dataset Level
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EarBase User Tip
There are 2 ways to access Datasets in EarBase:

1. From within a Project (see Section 2.1 above)
2. From the EarBase landing page (covered in this section)

Back to Table of Contents

Back to 
Table of 

Contents



Section 2.2: The Dataset Level
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Explore Datasets: Information about the 
Datasets managed by Projects in EarBase. 
• Dataset title and description
• PI(s) & key personnel
• Links to Cases and Files

Welcome to EarBase | FaceBase
• Navigate to the Landing Page:

• Click Explore Datasets 

The Dataset summary page looks like this:

Filters Summary

https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/


Section 2.2: The Dataset Level
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Filters (left column) determine which Datasets are displayed in the listing (right columns) 



Section 2.2: The Dataset Level
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Dataset listing and summaries
• In this example, basic information for the first six Datasets is enlarged.
• In the Actions column, clicking on the ”lookup icon”        opens that Dataset (next page).



Section 2.2: The Dataset Level
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Dataset info and related content
• The top (header) section contains an overview of the selected Dataset.
• At the bottom are two sections: Case and File (their dialogue bar may be open or closed using >).

• Case: listings of all Cases in the selected Dataset
• Click the “>” to view and scroll through a list of Cases (there may be several hundred)
• Click the Explore icon to search all of the Cases in this Dataset.

• File: listings of all Files in the selected Dataset (e.g., images, audiograms, etc.)
• Click the “>” to view and scroll through a list of Files (there may be several hundred)
• Click the Explore icon to search all of the Files in this Dataset.



Section 2.2: The Dataset Level
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The Case section is expanded showing the first 2 entries.
• Select the lookup icon         to view a single Case. 
• Select the Explore icon                   to view all of the Cases in the Dataset.



Section 2.2: The Dataset Level
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The File section is expanded here, showing the first several entries.
• Select the lookup icon         to view a single File in the image viewer (e.g., H&E image file)
• Select the Explore icon                   to view all of the Files in the Dataset.
• Files may be downloaded from the list (depending on the user’s Access Status).



Section 2.2: The Dataset Level
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A single image File was selected from the listing, opening it in the viewer tool.
• The viewer can zoom, pan. Rotation and annotation buttons are coming soon. 



Section 2.3: The Case Level

28

EarBase User Tips
The Case level is the most useful place to begin a search when 
the goal is the identify Cases and Specimens by criteria such as 
age, otologic diagnosis, audiometric results, etc.

There are 2 ways to access Cases in EarBase:
1. From within a Dataset (see Section 2.2 above)
2. From the EarBase landing page (covered in this section)

1. This is the fastest way to start a search.

Back to Table of Contents

Back to 
Table of 

Contents



Section 2.3: The Case Level
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Explore Cases: Information about the 
Cases (aka donors, patients, subjects) that 
donated tissues for research. 
• Demographics
• Diagnostics, treatments
• Specimens donated

Welcome to EarBase | FaceBase
• Navigate to the Landing Page:

• Click Explore Cases 

The Case summary page looks like this:

Filters Summary

The Case level has a large array of filters to conduct a 
targeted search based on selection of dozens of criteria.

https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/
https://www.facebase.org/resources/earbase/


Section 2.3: The Case Level
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Filter selections (left, partial list in view) determine which Cases are displayed in the listing (right). 
(right) 

EarBase User Tips
Because EarBase contains many filters and data fields, it can be necessary to scroll (up-
down, left-right) to view available content. 

Viewing is easier on a large screen, and recommended for extensive sessions.



Section 2.3: The Case Level
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Example Search: Otologic diagnosis =  “tinnitus”. Located 1,398 cases.



Section 2.3: The Case Level
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Example Search 2: Otologic diagnosis =  “tinnitus”;  then searched “perforation”. Narrowed to 149 cases.



Section 2.3: The Case Level
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Example Search 3: Otologic diagnosis =  “tinnitus”;  searched “perforation”; filtered age range 25-50 years → 16 cases



Section 2.3: The Case Level
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Example Search 3: Otologic diagnosis =  “tinnitus”;  searched “perforation”; filtered age range 25-50 years – 16 cases

Finished searching?
Click on individual cases 

to view more info.

Export the search data to 
a spreadsheet.

Copy this URL to the 
clipboard to return
to this search later.



Section 2.4a: The Specimen Level
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EarBase User Tips
The Specimen Level contains information about tissue 
specimens recovered for each Case: tissue processing, stains 
and other assays, and images. 

There are 2 ways to access or locate Specimens in EarBase:
1. At the Case level, from a listing (click on a single Case)
2. From the Specimen level of any Case 

1. A “backdoor” approach (see Section 2.4b)

Back to Table of Contents

Back to 
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Section 2.4: The Specimen Level
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Example Search 3: Otologic diagnosis =  “tinnitus”;  searched “perforation”; filtered age range 25-50 years – 16 cases

Example using 
previous Case search 

results (section 2.3)

Click on a Case to view 
more info.

This action will bring up 
Specimen and 

Diagnostic information 
for that Case.



Section 2.4: The Specimen Level
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Specimen Example 1: One Case selected from the previous search example shows available Specimens.

Begin with previous 
Case search results

Click on a Case to view 
more info.

This action will bring up 
Specimen and 

Diagnostic information 
for that Case.

Summary of 
the Case

Specimens 
available

Diagnostic details



Section 2.4: The Specimen Level
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Specimen Example 1: Click on the listed Specimen for more info (in this case, only left temporal bone).

Begin with previous 
Case search results

Click on a Case to view 
more info.

This action will bring up 
Specimen and 

Diagnostic information 
for that Case.

Specimens 
available



Section 2.4: The Specimen Level
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Specimen Example 1: Specimen summary: images, files and other info.

Click on an image 
to open in the 

viewer

Specimen
Info

Images & 
Analyses

Files 
listing
Images

Analyses
Other

Download images 
or other files

Explore all images 
and other files for 

this Specimen

Tissue 
sharing



Section 2.4: The Specimen Level
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Specimen Example 1: File info, image viewer (from selected Specimen).

File
Info

Image
Viewer

Other
files and 
dialogue

View image here or 
click button for full screen

(zoom, pan, rotate, annotate, 
snapshot)



Section 2.4: The Specimen Level
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Specimen Example 1: Image viewer, full screen mode (zoomed in from the elected Specimen).

File info 
and 

interactive 
dialogue



Section 2.4: The Specimen Level
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Specimen Example 1: Image viewer (snapshot, 100% zoom).

• Images may blur momentarily 
while re-loading into the 
viewer (e.g., between zoom or 
pan movements).

• Blurred tiles/areas that do not 
resolve are likely burned into 
the native image file.

• Image quality generally 
permits cellular level 
resolution in the viewer. 

• Native resolution is 
maintained in the 
downloaded image file(s), but 
may be compressed in the 
image viewer.



Section 2.4b: The Specimen Level (backdoor search)

43

EarBase User Tips

There are 2 ways to access or locate Specimens in EarBase:
1. At the Case level, from a listing (click on a single Case)

a) Described in the previous section (2.4a)
2. From the Specimen level of any Case 

a) A “backdoor” approach (a bit tricky).
b) Described in the next set of slides

Back to Table of Contents

Back to 
Table of 

Contents



Section 2.4: The Specimen Level
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Specimen Example 2: A second way to search for Specimens begins with selecting any Case.

Click on any Case

This action will bring up 
Specimen and 

Diagnostic information 
for that Case.



Section 2.4: The Specimen Level
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Begin with previous 
Case search results

Click on a Case to view 
more info.

This action will bring up 
Specimen and 

Diagnostic information 
for that Case.

Summary of 
Case

Specimens 
available

Diagnostic details

Specimen Example 2: Specimens for that Case are selected using the Explore button at the Case Level.

Click on Explore in 
the Specimen 

dialogue

This action will bring up a 
list of Specimens for that 

Case.



Section 2.4: The Specimen Level
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Specimen Example 2: One or more Specimens are listed. Use Filters and Search to expand Case listings.

User the Filters and 
Search bars to 

broaden and redefine 
the Specimen listing

Begin by “unclicking” the 
current Case RID  and 
clearing all filters with 

selections.

Revise/add selections 
using the Filters

Allows listings of 
Specimens from any 

Project, Dataset or Case.

Go to next page



Section 2.4: The Specimen Level
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Specimen Example 2: Specimens from all Projects selected by  Filtering all Cases on Female and 10% Formalin.

Fixation Type:
10% formalin

Sex: female

Projects: all



Section 2.5: Diagnostic Testing
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EarBase User Tips
The Diagnostic Testing dialogue contains information about 
relevant diagnostic testing associated with each Case.

At this time, very little of these data have been curated into 
EarBase. However, by searching the Clinical Summary and 
Otologic History narratives at the Case Level, diagnostic testing 
such as audiometry or vestibular tests are often mentioned, along 
with results.

A single example follows.

Back to Table of Contents

Back to 
Table of 
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Section 2.5: Diagnostic Testing
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Case Level: Selecting a single case opens a window with several fields (covered in section 2.4) 

Summary of 
Case

Specimens 
available

Diagnostic details

Treatments & 
Procedures

Diagnostic Testing and the Treatments & Procedures 
sections are not yet populated, but will be as curation of 

the medical records proceeds.



Section 2.6: Tissue Sharing
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EarBase User Tips
The Tissue Sharing dialogue contains information about the 
sharing of tissues between labs. The intent is to log tissue usage 
for all Specimens and promote collaborative research*.

A future addition to this section on EarBase will be a Tissue 
Inventory and Sharing Request dialogue to enable inquiries from 
within EarBase. For now, contact the Project PI(s) with inquiries 
and requests and copy the NIDCD program staff on the 
communications.

Currently, EarBase contains no active Tissue Sharing examples, 
but these will be populated as they are indexed.

A single example follows in the next set of slides.

*Note: A working group is being established to develop guidelines that 
facilitate research and conform with NIH policy.

Back to Table of Contents
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Section 2.6: Tissue Sharing
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Specimen Level: Selecting a single Specimen opens a window with several sections, including Shared Specimen Log. 

Specimen
Info

Shared 
Specimen 

Log

Files

The Tissue Sharing section is not yet populated by any 
data, but are added as they occur and are entered here.

The Log indexes the recipients of shared tissues and details about 
what was shared. 

A tissue inventory/request for listed Specimens will be added in time. 
For now, contact the Project PI(s) to inquire about available tissues.



Section 2.6: Tissue Sharing
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Shared Specimen Log: Data fields

The data fields in this section are populated when information has 
been added by the host laboratory. 

• Recipient Institution
• Recipient Investigator(s)
• Description of Shared Tissue
• Quantity (e.g., 10 unstained sections)
• Date Shared

Click the +Add Records 
or Explore button to 
add/edit sharing data and 
view other details for this 
specimen.



Section 2.6: Tissue Sharing
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Shared Specimen Log: Data fields

Example of the tissue sharing data fields (fictitious) 

• Recipient Institution: U. Michigan
• Recipient Investigator(s): Dr. Meredith Adams
• Description of Shared Tissue: 1:10 series of celloidin 

embedded sections for spiral ganglion cell counts.
• Quantity: 4 sections
• Date Shared: 2025-07-05



Section 2.7: Data Sharing
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EarBase User Tips
Data Sharing requests may result from the need for additional 
information about any Project, Dataset, Case, Specimen or File. 

Currently, there is not a dedicated dialogue to mediate and log 
requests, but this is forthcoming*. For now, users may contact the 
Project PI(s) with inquiries.

Examples might include detailed diagnostics or treatments for a 
Case of interest, details about Specimen processing, or a request 
to rescan part of an image(s) at higher magnification.

The intent is to promote collaborative research and maximize use 
and re-use of tissues for research and discovery.

*Note: A working group is being established to develop guidelines that 
facilitate research and conform with NIH policy.

Back to Table of Contents
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Section 3: Additional functionality, tips, shortcuts
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EarBase User Tips
The FaceBase platform contains numerous tools that function 
within EarBase, by default, but were not discussed above or 
mentioned briefly. 

Examples include exporting and downloading data, and several 
navigational tips and shortcuts.

Some of these are described in the following pages.

Back to Table of Contents
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Section 3.0: Additional functionality, tips, shortcuts
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Tool buttons: Near the top right corner of most pages are buttons that execute commonly used functions of a 
general nature across the FaceBase/EarBase platform. Their appearance may vary with the Level and content, but 
function the same, according to the nature of the data contained at that Level or Section.



Section 3.0: Additional functionality, tips, shortcuts
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Hyperlinks: Most of the text in light blue font are hyperlinks, directing you to specific content or location in EarBase.

Hyperlinked text may be Levels 
of EarBase, Datasets, Projects, 

Cases, Specimens, Files, search 
fields, data categories, etc.

In fact, a large fraction of the text 
in EarBase are hyperlinks.

These are designed to improve 
navigation by reducing use of the 

back button or searching.

EarBase User Tip

A useful tip is to right-click on a hyperlink to open a new Tab containing the chosen content in your 
browser while maintain your place on the page of origin. This reduces use of the back and forward 
buttons by improving quick access to pages of interest.  

In general, opening new Tabs in any part of EarBase to view content on multiple different pages will 
save time navigating.



Section 3.0: Additional functionality, tips, shortcuts
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Hide/Show empty sections: Many pages contain sections with no data or sections that are not relevant in EarBase. 
The latter is mainly encountered at the Project and Dataset levels which have a similar format across the FaceBase 
platform. The Hide/Show button toggles display of the content to improve viewing.

Toggle Hide panel or Hide empty sections buttons to hide/show 
display of empty fields/sections (see result on next page)



Section 3.0: Additional functionality, tips, shortcuts
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Hide/Show empty sections: This page shows results of hiding the Filters and Empty sections (from previous page).

Hiding the Filters and/or 
Empty content simplifies 

display and navigation.

Note that some fields of 
interest may be hidden by 

these actions because they 
currently do not contain any 

information, and not 
because they are irrelevant in 

EarBase.



Section 3.0: Additional functionality, tips, shortcuts
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Export button: The content on most pages can be exported to a .csv file for use in spreadsheets offline. The format 
and contents of the .csv file will vary with the data available in that Level or Section.

Click on Export …. a dropdown with 2 
options appears:

This record (CSV)
Downloads a .csv file with information 
about all of the Datasets listed.

BDBag (Big Data Bag)
Downloads a ZIP folder containing 
multiple .json and .txt files for 
importing into other applications. 
Mainly for interacting with very large 
and complex datasets.



Section 3.0: Additional functionality, tips, shortcuts
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Permalink button: Clicking here copies a URL of this page and its content for bookmarking.

Click on Permalink …. A 
message appears confirming 

that the URL was copied.

The URL can be bookmarked or 
saved to return to this later.

Handy for marking your place 
from a detailed nested search 

using many variables that would 
be time consuming to 

reproduce.



Section 3.0: Additional functionality, tips, shortcuts
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Create, Bulk edit, delete and edit buttons: These buttons permit the editing of content by users with approved 
access. On some pages a Copy button may also appear for duplicating a record.

These buttons will be greyed out 
or inaccessible to visitors 
without editing approval.

If you discover errors in content, 
notify an EarBase coordinator

troy.hackett@nih.gov
amy.poremba@nih.gov

mailto:troy.hackett@nih.gov
mailto:troy.hackett@nih.gov
mailto:Amy.Poremba@nih.gov


Section 4: Citation, attribution and publications
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EarBase User Tips
The proper citation of the EarBase resource, attribution of specific 
content used, and listing publications that used EarBase are 
essential for the success of this community resource. 

Funding, research visibility, collaborations and professional 
courtesy are among the most important reasons why the 
acknowledgement of resources and colleagues is necessary.

The following pages detail how to do this properly and uniformly.

Back to Table of Contents
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Section 4.0: Citation, attribution and publications
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Publications: Updating Projects with associated publications.

Listing publications associated 
with EarBase Projects and 
Datasets is necessary to 
demonstrate utility and 

progress, as well as increase 
visibility.

Adding a Publication is 
straightforward  using the 
[ + Add Records ] button.

*Note: only users with editing 
permission can perform this 

function.



Section 4.0: Citation, attribution and publications
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Share and cite button: Some content may be indexed with a URL for sharing or citing or as a placeholder.

The Share and Cite button 
creates a URL linked to specific 

content, such as a Case or 
Specimen

A dialogue appears when the 
button is clicked providing 2 
options:

• A Versioned Link is 
specifically tied to the data 
on EarBase at a particular 
moment in time and is 
indelible.

• A Live Link is tied to data at 
the moment of access, and 
may change anytime.

EarBase User Info
The Share and Cite button is used to create citations of EarBase or FaceBase 
resources in publications and grants and presentations. Proper citation and 
attribution are covered in this section.

Share and Cite produces links/citations specific to the content you are viewing:
• Project
• Dataset
• Case
• Specimen

The form of the URL and/or citation varies somewhat between levels (e.g., Project vs 
Dataset vs Case vs Specimen). This permits precise attribution of the content used. 



Section 4.0: Citation, attribution and publications
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At the Project level, the Share 
and Cite button creates a URL 
and citation linked to a specific 

Project.

A pop-up appears when the button is clicked, 
providing several options:

• A Versioned Link is specifically tied to this 
Project on EarBase at the time it is generated. 
The link and content is indelible.

• A Live Link is tied to this Project at the moment 
of access, and may change anytime.

• A formatted Data Citation (see next slide).

Share and cite button: Citation of a PROJECT



Section 4.0: Citation, attribution and publications
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The Share and Cite button creates a 
formatted and downloadable citation, 

but does not adequately identify EarBase 
at this time.

Please add the text indicated below to 
citations until a correction can be made 

in the automated citation generator.

Alicia Quesnel, Charles Liberman, Felipe Santos, MengYu Zhu, Andreas Eckhard, Jennifer 
O'Malley. Otopathology of The Human Temporal Bone (Temporal Bone Database 
MEE). FaceBase Consortium https://doi.org/10.25550/85-SW9C (2026).

Alicia Quesnel, Charles Liberman, Felipe Santos, MengYu Zhu, Andreas Eckhard, Jennifer 
O'Malley. Otopathology of The Human Temporal Bone (Temporal Bone Database 
MEE). EarBase Consortium on FaceBase https://doi.org/10.25550/85-SW9C (2026).

Share and cite button: How to cite a Project on EarBase. 

https://doi.org/10.25550/85-SW9C
https://doi.org/10.25550/85-SW9C
https://doi.org/10.25550/85-SW9C
https://doi.org/10.25550/85-SW9C
https://doi.org/10.25550/85-SW9C
https://doi.org/10.25550/85-SW9C
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At the Dataset level, the Share 
and Cite button creates a URL 

and citation representing 
content within that Dataset. 

A pop-up appears when the button is clicked, 
providing several options:

• A Versioned Link is specifically tied to this 
Dataset on EarBase at the time it is generated. 
The link and content is indelible.

• A Live Link is tied to this Dataset at the 
moment of access, and may change anytime.

• A formatted Data Citation (see next slide).

Share and cite button: Citation of a DATASET within a PROJECT
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Alicia Quesnel, MengYu Zhu. MEE Human Temporal Bone Dataset. FaceBase 
Consortium https://doi.org/10.25550/8A-JNZY (2026).

Alicia Quesnel, MengYu Zhu. MEE Human Temporal Bone Dataset. EarBase Consortium on 
FaceBase https://doi.org/10.25550/8A-JNZY (2026).

Share and cite button: How to cite a Dataset on EarBase. 

The Share and Cite button creates a 
formatted and downloadable citation, 

but does not adequately identify EarBase 
at this time.

Please add the text indicated below to 
citations until a correction can be made 

in the automated citation generator.

https://doi.org/10.25550/8A-JNZY
https://doi.org/10.25550/8A-JNZY
https://doi.org/10.25550/8A-JNZY
https://doi.org/10.25550/8A-JNZY
https://doi.org/10.25550/8A-JNZY
https://doi.org/10.25550/8A-JNZY
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DOI number: The Digital Object Identifier is part of  the Project or Dataset citation.

The DOI number is a unique 
and persistent identifier used to 
link to or cite an EarBase Project 
or Dataset.

DOIs for Versioned Links and 
Live Links are not the same.

• Versioned Link: tied to the 
data on EarBase at a 
particular moment in time 
(indelible).

• Live Link: tied to data at the 
moment of access, and may 
change anytime.

The Accession number is also 
a unique and persistent 
identifier but is being phased out 
in FaceBase. Avoid using.
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Share and cite button: Citation of a Case.

At the Case level, the Share 
and Cite button creates URLs 

linked to one Case. 

A pop-up appears when the button is clicked, 
providing several options:

• A Versioned Link is specifically tied to this 
Case on EarBase at the time it is generated. 
The link and content is indelible.

• A Live Link is tied to this Case at the moment 
of access, and may change anytime.

• A Data Citation is not generated for single 
Cases. Cite the Dataset and Project, and use 
the URL or Case ID to denote specific cases.
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Share and cite button: Citation of a Specimen.

At the Specimen level, the 
Share and Cite button creates 
URLs linked to one Specimen. 

A pop-up appears when the button is 
clicked, providing several options:

• A Versioned Link is specifically tied to 
this Specimen on EarBase at the time 
it is generated. The link and content is 
indelible.

• A Live Link is tied to this Specimen at 
the moment of access, and may 
change anytime.

• A Data Citation is not generated for 
single Cases. Cite the Dataset and 
Project, and use the URL or Specimen 
ID to denote specific specimens.
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EarBase User Tips
EarBase functionality will be enhanced over time by the release of 
tools and other resources. A few of these are summarized on the 
next slide.

Back to Table of Contents

Back to 
Table of 

Contents
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Tools and other resources: these will be released as they are completed.

H&E Images
NIDCD requires that the H&E archival image sets meet a minimum standard resolution to maximize their 
utility for downstream analyses and to preserve this irreplaceable resource in case of slide loss, tissue 
degradation, etc. The MEE collection was uploaded prior to launch at the original resolution (high 
resolution scan in future). Newer image sets are being uploaded as they are scanned.

Audiogram Tool
A tool for recording and preserving audiometric data is near completion. This tool permits direct entry and 
template-based bulk entry of standard audiometric test results. Tool availability will precede widespread 
data entry. Scan of original audiograms may be available in the Files section of some Cases.

Records Curation
The EarBase data model and user interface were designed to meet the needs of the research community 
long-term, and to preserve as much information about each Case and Specimen as possible. Visitors to 
EarBase will notice that many fields contain no data. The data curation process is underway, but will take 
time to complete for the ~8,000 cases currently indexed on the platform. Users are encouraged to contact 
the Project PI(s) with requests for additional details, data sharing, and tissue sharing.



END OF SLIDES

Questions? Need help? Contacts:
• troy.hackett@nih.gov
• amy.poremba@nih.gov
• help@facebase.org

Back to Table of Contents

Back to 
Table of 

Contents
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